Manresa Musical Society (written by Marj Coghlan)

Dad (Bill Box) began the Manresa Musical Society in the
early 1950s before the advent of TV. He had the support of
many wonderful people including George Angione who was
invaluable in providing costumes and props directly from J.C.
Williamson. Lighting and sound were provided by Phonse
Bryce and Jack O’Brien, at least in the early productions and
parents and friends of the performers altered costumes and
did hair and make-up, not to mention catering etc.

The orchestra was capably led by Dad, supported by Lorna
Perkins, a first violinist in the Vic. Symphony Orchestra.
Eldon Hogan (Xavier College) was an invaluable support with
stage managing etc.

The first production was a Gilbert and Sullivan operetta,
lolanthe.

One thing | particularly remember was the full dress
rehearsals when about 200 nuns from nearby congregations

were invited as guests. They were a wonderful audience and Back Row: Arthur O’Neill, Joe Williams, Andrew O’Donnell, Gerard Petrie, Len

obviously enjoyed ‘getting out’ for this rehearsal. (Don’t Thomas; Middle Row: Valerie Sawyer, Loreen Wade, Pat Raleigh, Gwenda
forget that the nuns rarely went out in those days!). Whitwell, Bernece Naughton; Front Row: Elizabeth Hoy, Gladys Spieer

Incidentally Dad taught many nuns to play the organ —in his

spare time!
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Music by FRANZ LEHAR
Lyrics by ADRIAN ROSS ACT ONE

Producer and Musical Director 1. Opening Chorus Natalie, St. Brioche and Chorus
Mr. WILLIAM A. BOX, J.P. o Bell Misle

Asilotant: Caathiebor 1L University [Kina"
Lets goce ¥:{King’s Colege) 2, A Dutiful Wife Natalie and Camille
CHARACTERS 3. In Marsovia Sonia and Chorus

Prince Danilo (Sacretary of Legation) ARTHUR O'NEILL 3a. Ball Music
Vicomte Camilie de Jolidon RICHARD FLYNN 5
Baron Popoff (Marsovian Ambassador in P ety 4. Maxim's Danilo
Paris H

Mcrqui,s de Caseada JAN LUKASSEN it e g
General Novikovich (Military Attache) VICTOR HOY 6. Finalo
M. do St. Brioche DREW O'DONNELL
M. Khadja {Counsellor of Logatien) ANTHONY BOX ACT TWO
Nisch (Messenger to the Legation) GERARD PETRIE
Natalie (Wife of Popoff) ELIZABETH HOY 8 7. Opening Chorus and Dance Chorus and Ballet
Olga (Wife of Novikovich| PATRICIA EVANS X 2 o
Sylvaine (Wife of Khadja| PATRICIA Knxea 7a. Vilia ; Sonia and Chorus
Praskovia . ANGELA KANE : "
Frod-Fro : " JOAN SLATTERY 8. The Cavalier : Sonia and Danilo
F.F : . JOANNE NAUGHTON 9. Women j Danilo, Popoff, Nisch, Khadja, Novikovich, Cascada
Lo-Lo .. |-, .. MAUREEN BANFIELD / | Ttk
Do-Do . JOANNE NAUGHTON s S
Jou-Jou s EILEEN GRAHAM = 10, Merry Widow Waltz Sonia and Danilo
(Z::i?o (YA : m::?gﬁl’ﬂhgﬁHON . L?vo in my Heart Natalie and Camille
CHORUS (Ladies): Margarst Haslam, Mary O'Neil, Frances Delany, Joan 12. Finale

Slattery, M:?ﬁs‘l:!"“".iuuvis.m“;' Mtg“%l:mo:h. Jlnnxnl”No:!:';:T.

M. n  Band B rici mns, An 0, Angels Kane, .

e TR K R ACT THREE

Daniel, Margeret Barry, Eileen Graham, . )
CHORUS (Gentloman): George Gooden, Peter Willams, Rossal Grido, Asthany 13. The Girls at Mexim's Zo-Zo, Ballet and Chorus

Box, Rudy Braakhuis, Pater McKay, Grasme Joner. 14, Solo Waltz Fi.Fi

BALLET: Joanse Naoughton, Eileen Graham, Mary Simmonds, Joas Slathery, ; Above Left: Valerie BOX and Arthur O'Nei”

Baverley Alsxander, Margare! Barry, Mauresn Banfield, Margaret Mahon, I15. Quite Parisian Nisch and Chorus

Mary Slattery, Patricia Simmonds. 4
ORCHESTRA: Laader, Mrs, P, Porkins; Pianc, Miss H. Vale: Violing, M. P. 15a. Reminiscence Danilo and Girls from Maxim's
Packing, Min ¥ J.;h;\ mla.ug’. L White, ) ::arr:"b: Mc‘:uun:wﬂu"c. ) R R Sonia and Danilo . .
. J. O . Shi 1 rinet, Me. W, : . Mr. W, 3 ove You Jo .
Vosmpat. Mo & oo 0 Whe: Gole, Mot M Contr e, S Above Right: Valerie Sawyer and Tony Box
String Bass, Mr, P, Arcaro, | FINALE 3.4 Full Cast

Sonis (The Merry Widow) .. .. .. VALERIE SAWYER




